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Is 2t Possible to Share in Another’s Death?
— Dialogne with Heidegger and Watsuji

Hirobumi TAKENOUCHI

We cannot experience our own death, as has been noted since antiquity. When our death
arrives, we are deceased. So far as we ate capable of experience, our own death is absent. One’s
own death therefore can only be experienced as “possibility”. Can we share the “possibility”
together with another person? Martin Heidegger asserts in Being and Time that one cannot
experience another’s death in the way in which we experience own death. Death as “the possibility
of no-longer-being-able-to-be-there” must be undertaken by each individual. There seems no
possibility of sharing it. What is possible is merely being present and witnessing it. Since “death is
ontologically constituted by mineness and existence,” Dasein must take it on itself. This view is
criticized by the Japanese philosopher of the same age, Tetsuro Watsuji. For him death is not a
matter of an isolated individual, but what happens in “ningen” viz. “a betweenness-oriented
human being.” As is the case with birth and marriage, one is capable of participating in another’s
death. Death as “possibility” is therefore open to others. The two philosophers’ views appear to
conflict. Do they refer to the same matter (Sache) by the word ‘death’ Is it possible to share in
another’s death? This paper attempts to answer the questions by engaging these two philosophers

into dialogue.
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1 Martin Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, Max Niemeyer Verlag, Tiibingen, 15. Auflage, 1979, S. 250. [FE2 6 D5 A%
SZ DRI EIBA T L CHEEL T %, A T —44 (Martin Heidegger, Gesamtausgabe, Vittorio
Klostermann, Frankfurt am Main) 72>5 OF| X, GA ML B AL L CHLT 5, A OTRRITE
HRTART,

2 FEHAEER [wERse &) HEEIE, i, 1965 45, 12 H, AENSOFIHICE L T, R
() EWOIEFICHE A LT T 2,

3 —fi& LT, WA [A T H—I2BIT 55 L AHMEOME —FklZ K54 7 —HEH OBk
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L M BRPEFml] Fesl. 2018 4. 55-68 H.

4 Williams Blattner, The Concept of Death in Being and Time, Man and World 27,1994, p. 49.

5 Tan Thomson, Heidegget’s Phenomenology of Death in Being and Time, The Cambridge Companion to Heidegger’s Being
and Time, ed Mark Wrathall, Cambridge University Press, 2013, pp. 260-1.
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P ZHLRD T AATH—OBEIT, 3 MWBEOKLERBRT 5 HEM] ~, kKW T
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8 Diogenes Laettius, Lives of the Eminent Philosophers, translated by Pamela Mensch, Edited by James Miller, Oxford
University Press, 2018, p. 534, section 125.
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RETH T, R¥EDERBE - WHEENBET L5 —Z It b MAbnd25 9, ZOMET
X OTEL) R TFEE] OHERRE %}:Em/\bﬁf M5 OWERERS D, Le
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8 Thomson, op. cit. p. 263.
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9 ZIZTAATH—IE, ¥ U R MERIRPAS E RUERIC B E L SO b F = s T L ORI
% LT F8] OWEEMY EIFTW5, Adam Buben, Heidegger’s Reception of Kierkegaard: The Existential
Philosophy of Death, British Journal for the History of Philosophy, Vol. 21, No. 5, 2013, pp. 967-988.
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LR OIRE LT, 2o XS fimn w4755, Ll 38 T0ob o
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10 Hannah Arendt, Men in Dark Times, A Harvest/HBJ Book, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers, 1968, p. ix.
11 Seren Kietkegaard, Three Disconrses on Imagined Occasions, Kierkegaard's Writings X, edited and translated with
Introduction and Notes by Howard V. Hong and Edna Hong, Princeton University Press 2009, p. 73.
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A, ZOMEL DANOHEEZ TS, FEbix TAR & LTAEh. E L., e En,
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FThRL, Boskebobo, TOAME L TOMEKIT, ZoBHWE L TOMEIZHILT S
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T3, =—XHEELRPE, ABIZO-< DV EREL, REL L BICE SADY T &0
BmET 5, (B AMIZER, FHORKICERT 30 O=—X&bonb Lz L, ZhIC
Yo CEBMRC LRSI, IERBRKGEBRICEERB LA s b L, BEET
HExBETHIE, BOEL SADFTE2RLBEETHEORETHD L, HIRE 2 L7k,
D VEH S OMEICEET 5725 515,

NAFH I ERIETIE &1 O E DDIEEDIE S Th V) RIFEIIEET 5000 250,
IhEGIEZT 5 (82245 LEAUEBIHFE), 2 2 CHAMEIL. AMERRY | BRI &b
WHETDEHRESNL TV, L2rL, [BEE] EMEENAFEEHTZ D722, 5K
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12 Nel Noddings, Starting at Home, Caring and Social Policy, University of California Press, 2002, p. 251.

13 ibid. p. 175.

14 Aristoteles, Politica, Oxford Classical Texts, Oxford University Press, 1957, 125329-10.

15 Mattha C. Nussbaum, Frontier of Justice, Disability, Nationality, Species Menmbership, The Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press, 2006, pp. 87-8. 5 U5 HEIZ L 5
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BXHIhsD7,

UED#EY, T3] ICOWTERT I AT T — 3R R s FEEEZHEL
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BEANDOL o EBEARAEMEE WD BEAMEREZB N ET Z 2 hE Vo TALR
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iﬁ%@%%_mbfk%<£ﬁ6&%2%hé#%f%éoD3A%®%\m1kﬁ
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QAMDIEDBLE N Z LI L LI,

1) SAFRDIE
RAR. T, B, 7o B Y HRIZEHETHDIN, HilH, 7LreE, AU ¥ —X

16 Vladimir Jankélevitch, La Mort, Flammarion, 1977, pp. 24-35.

119



[36) 1XIEFATRE 2 (Pr2 N 30)
© Heidegger-Forum vol.18 2024

vy N ETIEH, BHEOX S ICEMRA B A DD, ZHICHEELEBREIZ Y a v 7 2% T 560
O, BEM, BB, RV LEREMLES L, 0 TWEELELTLEY, TNIFHSOFE
. KA. B, BEATIE RS, ELTREZAEH TIEHARL, EPDOENNIH DD H
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3) 2AFRDIE
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BE., 7. BERE, DIRZORW, TR EREBEARAERANCHNDS, L LM
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W, BIELESN 2D R T-ORBOAREETH > T, ROZN TR, [Hilz) &
WY INTBZDIRNADPIIZPL LW ) FRICEHE LT, RIEHRTEORDVIZHERT &
LTET, SRENGHEEZRD EHZ L TERN,

2ARDIEDEGE . FHIZDL DX [Hric) Thd, FEE VD MO AREME~SEEET 5
DN, ZTILEDBZDHREMELZGE L TUINDENNIIFT O, ZIEH R 7= DOBIRICE
ROENTWD, FERIC TF 1T, TR0 ANDTEMmO /T REME~LBET 20, Tk
LHREDHERI L EERT L0, EVIBRZBOND, HRTIE. HRICOEEZIT
Anvdnrb Linanl, R T20b Ly, RS RTDEEZZIT AN LIV
WL, BT 2E2hb Litieyy, TEZTUTO®EY, WODHMAEDLENREZEZOLND,

@ HREBILHRIZOEEERT 525G, “AOMTITHOMRRENFFEICIND Z
ERBRNNANATH—BHEHT Tbo L bilEHEH) LR &2 &R,
(o7l 13 E Fn, HROZENZRAFEED I LA~ 1FERIBORDLIEA I |
CHMICEWE»E DA D (S2253),
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IZDOWTFEAHI ELTH, RRIZENEZHEA, Hl-00aREMEE S bEE S & L
BRWTEAY, SRT-OBRBEOANT-ZBLRIAERUEELZ D726, S Mmo 5
Bz TR E R\ BEEZRRIERLRWES S,
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FOHRENPEENICK S>> TVDEHDICESNT, bREZEZHMET D L0V 9 FHxK
B o5, FAFEZEOHE, 2R -OEFEERDVIZEIEZT D, HRT-D
REEBEDDEVIEFT BT OFEELMARL S L35 (ibid223), Hi2nb 72
TEDENPAETH LD LI, BERFEDPFRATEND, T2l 2 HRTDBIEN IR
HERZ TCWEELTYH, R-OEIIR LT b, HIND I R0,
AR BB RSO WICE LT, BT Z 0 X H 12, SR NEEMICKSh-o
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DFFREMEA~EBEL, T2 bEFOELR, - _ANKICHD 4, 22 2EAE
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