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A Philosophy of ‘Decomposition’

— Trans-disciplinary consideration of ‘eating’

Tatsushi FUJTHARA

This paper reconsiders how we can explain the connection between social and ecological
phenomena. To that end, I will use the concept of ‘decomposition,” which is an important term in
ecology and refers to the destruction of something by natural chemical processes. Bacteria, small
insects and similar constantly decompose natural waste materials that remain after living organisms,
such as ‘producers’ and ‘consumers’ have been broken up. We can also easily find ‘decomposers’
inside human societies, who also destroy such detritus and waste and reuse or recycle it. For
example, since the Edo period, lower-class people in Japan have reused waste as a valuable material
for producing recycled paper such as a community called “Arinomach?” (Town of Ants) in Tokyo.
Also, a lot of artists like Kurt Schwitters and Pablo Picasso were strongly interested in discarded
things as materials for reconstructing conventional view of art. In using this concept, I aim to
criticise the general tendency of social and natural scientists to attach weight to ‘production’ and

‘consumption’ in describing social and ecological phenomena.
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